
     

 
Dear 2017-2018 A.P. English Language & Composition students: 
 
The purpose of summer reading assignment is multi-faceted:  

 to help you think about writing as a task and the skills of writing as a necessary set of tools for any serious 
student. 

 to enrich your mind and stimulate your imagination. 

 to develop your critical thinking skills. 

 to give you an opportunity to think about your own journey as a writer while considering Stephen King’s 
journey. 

 to give you, when you enter the class in the fall, an immediate basis for the discussion of literature.  
 
All AP Language students will read On Writing by Stephen King.  This book is available electronically, in 
paperback and at local libraries.  It is highly recommended that you not wait until a week before school to begin 
this assignment.  
 
At the end of the first week of school, you will turn in the assignment outlined below.  During the first few weeks 
of class we will work with elements of the book and engage in various discussions and a seminar. 

 
Honor Code reminders:   

 do your own interpretative work rather than relying on internet summaries. 

 copying from another student or submitting similar or the same work as another student is also 
PLAGIARISM and is NOT ALLOWED. If detected, this plagiarism will result in not only a 0, but also 
disciplinary action.  

 
Assignment Requirements:  Select three questions from the list on the back of this sheet.  Compose a one page, 

typed response to each question.  Be sure to base each response on a different section of the text.  Weave text 

into each response. 

These papers should be double-spaced, 12 point font with 1 inch margins and should demonstrate insight about 
your reading of the book.  The goal is not to summarize moments of the text, but to interact with the text as you 
read.  It is important to consider the journal questions while reading.   Annotating the text using a highlighter or 
sticky notes with the questions in mind is highly recommended.   
 
Please note:  all three papers are due on the first day of class.  Papers not turned in the first day will be assessed 
with a late penalty. 
 
Please cite the book at the end of each paper using the following format:  Note this is the format, not the actual 
citation, you must cite King’s book. 
 
Book Cite:    Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  Bantam Books: New York, 1982.  
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Questions to consider 
 
 

1. Compare your thoughts about writing papers prior to reading this book with your thoughts now.  What 

has changed or remained the same?   

2. Select an important quote from the book and explain how it could be a motto or a “call to arms” for 

writers.  Does it inspire you?  Why or why not? 

3. Why do you think we are beginning AP Language with this book?  What do you think you are supposed to 

take away from the experience of reading? 

4. What stories does the writer tell about childhood?  How do these stories link to his/her later writing 

career? 

5. What advice does the writer give a beginning writer? 

6. How does this writer’s experience link to your sense of being a reader and writer?  How are you the same 

and different from Stephen King in your relationship to writing? 

7. What exercises or practices are discussed and described in this book?  How useful do they seem?  Explain 

8. What is the structure of this book?  How is the information organized? How well does this structure work? 

9. What exercise or writing practice seems the most beneficial to you?  Why?  What exercise or practice 

seems the least beneficial to you?  Why? 

10. What do you like and dislike about this book?  Explain using details. 

11. Select several quotes from the section you have read and discuss what they mean to you or how they 

speak to you as a young writer? 

12. Does this book make you want to write more or differently?  Why or why not? 

13. Explain something specific from the book that you could begin using immediately in papers you write for 

this class.  Will you do it?  Why or why not?  How would it change your writing if you did?   

14. Who is a reasonable audience for your book?  Would you recommend it?  Why or why not?  

15. If you could sit down with this author, what would you ask him/her?  Why is this question interesting or 

important to you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


